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| nformation, Meaning, and
Communication: An Autopoietic Approach
to Linking the Social and the Individual

John Mingerst

Abstract: This paper considers the relations between information and meaning, as generated
through the interactions of individuals, and communication, at the level of society, from an
autopoietic per spective. Itdrawsonear lier work concerningfirst, thenatureof infor mation and its
relationtomeaningviaembodiedcogni tion; and, second, acl assi fi cationof organi z ationally closed,
or self-referential, systems. Thecontri butionmadeinthispaperistolink theseanal y sesat the level
of theindi vid ual uptotheso cia system of com mu ni cation (based on L uhmann’ swork) uti lising
structurationtheory.
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